
 

 
Seven days, seven themes – for the World Week for Peace in 
Palestine and Israel 2024  

This material has been developed by the World Council of  Churches for use by 
churches and partners worldwide during the World Week for Peace in Palestine and 
Israel, observed on 16-22 September 2024. 
Each day of  the week presents a specific sub-theme of  focus, an overview of  
current realities, key data and/or individual testimonies, a Bible reference and 
prayer.  
Bible verses and prayers for each day have been drawn from Catholic Patriarch 
Emeritus Michel Sabbah’s daily reflections during the war in Gaza.  
The main theme for the World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel in 2024 is 
“Whatever you did…you did for me." (Matthew 25:40) 

Seven days, seven themes 
Day 1 – Human loss 
Day 2 – Injured and disabled 
Day 3 – The displaced 
Day 4 – Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners detained by Israel 
Day 5 – Women and children under fire 
Day 6 – The international community  
Day 7 – Gaza reconstruction: needs, challenges, and future path  



A word of prayer  
God of love and justice, 
We ask you to open our hearts for empathy for the suffering on all sides. For those in 
Gaza who are in darkness in the face of death and destruction. Hear their cries. For 
those in the West Bank who are victims of settler violence and theft of 
land. Strengthen them in their struggle for justice. For those who are held in Gaza as 
hostages. For their desperate families who fear the worst. For those who mourn the 
death of their loved ones. Send light into their darkness. Open the door for a release 
of all hostages, and all those unjustly detained. 
We bring before you hate and division around the world as a reaction to the war in 
the Holy Land: 
• Hateful acts against Arabs and Muslims being labelled as terrorists while seeking a 
just peace.  
• Attacks on Jews who are falsely held responsible for the actions of the government 
of Israel.  
Send your spirit of love and reconciliation into our hearts, so we have the courage 
to uphold the sanctity of life, see the beauty of all human beings created in your 
image and overcome all hate. 
God of reconciliation, 
Send your spirit of wisdom and prudence into the hearts of those in power that a 
just and sustainable peace with room for a good life for both Palestinians and 
Israelis may become possible. 
Amen  
  



Day 1. Human loss 
Numbers of lost loved ones 
Israel's total casualty count is 1,410 killed. Of these, 1,139 were killed in the 7 
October 2023 attacks, and at least 1,271 have been wounded, according to the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  
As published by UNOCHA, at least 40,000 Palestinians have been killed in 10 
months, including at least 10,627 children of whom 663 were under one year of age, 
the Gaza Ministry of Health reports.  
According to the Palestinian Civil Defence organization, from 7 October until the end 
of April 2024, there were over 78,000 injured in Gaza, and each day the war claims 
more civilian victims. The International Labor Organization estimates that, so far, 25 
percent of the people killed in Gaza have been men of working age. In addition, 
Israel does not declare the number of Palestinians it arrests in detention camps 
under subhuman conditions and torture, with no legal rights, trial, or due process. 
As Christians, we are called to embody the principles of justice, peace, and security 
in all aspects of our economic, social, and political life. Our faith obliges us to 
respond to the cries of hardship and work towards lasting peace and justice. The 
current crisis reminds us of our responsibility to advocate for those in distress and 
to use our collective voice to call for an end to violence and the establishment of 
lasting peace. 
Even in times of darkness and despair, our faith calls us to hold on to hope, even as 
we see the injustices in the Holy Land today, and to provide accompaniment and 
renew efforts for a just peace for all people. 
Prayer  
“Do not put your trust in the human beings who act glorious; those who cannot save 
other human beings. When they take their last breath, they return to the earth, and 
all their plans die with them. God upholds the cause of the oppressed, gives food to 
the hungry, and frees the oppressed.”  
—Psalm 146: 3-4, 7 
Have mercy, dear Lord. On you we have relied; not on those who are glorious on 
earth, not on human beings who cannot offer salvation. There are those that bring 
war to us. Our only reliance is on you, dear Lord. You administer judgment to the 
oppressed, you provide bread to the hungry, and you loosen the chains of captives. 
Come, dear Lord, quickly, to Gaza, to Rafah, and to all human beings in the Holy 
Land. There are those who forgot about you, and they became lost on the path of 
death. Please save them, have mercy, dear Lord.  

.هرُاكفَْأ  ىشلاَتَت  ذٍِئمَوَی  ھِبارُت  ىلِإ  ُدوعَیف  ھحُور  جُرُخَت  نمَ  ،هَدنعِ  صَلاخَ  يذَّلا لا  مََدآ  نِبا  ىلع  لاو  ،ءامظَُعلا  ىلع  اولكَِتت  لا 
رومزم( ١٤٦: ٣-٤ و٧) "ىرسَْلأا  َدویُق  ُّلحَُی  ُّبَّرلا  .ازًبخُ  ِعایجِلا  قِزِار  ،نیمولظْمللِ  مِكْحُلا  يرجْمُ  . 

انیلإ   لمحی  مدآ  نبا  ."هَدنعِ  صَلاخَ  يذَّلا لا  مََدآ  نِبْا  ىلع  لا"  ،ضرلأا  ءامظع  ىلع  ،انلاكتا لا  كیلع  .بر  ای  ،انمحرا 
،لاعت  ."ىرسَْلأا  َدویُق  ُّلحَُتو  َازًبخُ  عَایجِلا  قَزُرَتو  ،نیمولظْمللِ  مَكْحُلا  يرِجُت  يذلا "  تنأ  .بر  ای  ،طقف  كیلع  انلاكتا  .برحلا 

يف  تھاتو  ،كتَیسِن  اھنإ  .ةسدقملا  ضرلأا  هذھ  يف  يتلا  ةیناسنلإا  هذھ  لك  ىلإو  ،حفرو  ةزغ  ىلإ  ىلاعت  .ئطبت  لاو  ،بر  ای 
بر ای  ،انمحرا  ّلخو  .اھصِ لاعت  .توملا  قرط   



Day 2. Injured and disabled 
The data on injured and disabled is not clear due to the continuation of hostilities 
that do not permit proper care and recording of injured and disability cases.  
According to Palestinian Civil Defense organization, from 7 October until the end of 
April 2024 there were over 78,000 injured in Gaza, as published by the WHO.  
There has been a dramatic deterioration in the mental health of children in Gaza, 
according to Save the Children. 
According to an assessment by UN OCHA, 5,000 persons with disabilities acquired 
from injuries sustained in hostilities in Gaza suffer from a lack of accessible shelters, 
potential exploitation, insufficient medical services, and neglect of their needs. 
Women and girls make up approximately 45 percent of the population with 
disabilities. Most shelters are not adequately equipped for persons with disabilities. 
Shelters lack the required medical mattresses and beds, causing ulcers and other 
medical issues that cannot be treated in unsterilized conditions. Others who have 
been injured face the risk of long-term disability due to the lack of supplies to treat 
even minor injuries or fractures. 
People with disabilities in Gaza have been put in extreme distress with the 
expectation that they will be the first and the next to be killed because of the limited 
opportunities to flee or take part in evacuations due to their impairment, the UN 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities reported. 
The committee cited the case of Y. M., an advocate for a nongovernmental 
organization, who had a visual impairment that caused him to be unable to escape 
his house, which was located in an area under attack and bombardment. He was 
killed at home on 7 December 2023, leaving behind four children ages two, three, 
eight, and 10. 
“He did not get evacuation information in a timely or accessible format, nor did he or 
his relatives benefit from any specific accessible passages, accommodations, and 
shelters where he could have found the safety measures and escaped the airstrike,” 
the committee reported, expressing regret that disability rights advocates, like Y.M., 
are among those injured, traumatised, and killed. 
Children with disabilities are at heightened risk of family separation, and their 
suffering is unendurable, the committee warned. 
The committee was shocked by the account of a 14-year-old girl with cerebral 
palsy, a refugee in Eastern Rafah, who had lost her assistive devices, including a 
wheelchair, during military attacks and thus had to be carried by her parents 
while fleeing from North to South Gaza. 
Exhausted and exposed to danger along the way, the girl cried out in desperation, 
“Mama, it’s over. Leave me here, and you run away.” 
 

Prayer for those who are injured  
“He heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds. The Lord supports the 
humble, and He brings the wicked down to the ground.”  

https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/WHO-PHSA-oPt-020524-FINAL.pdf


—Psalm 147:3 and 6 
Have mercy, dear Lord, and heal those with broken hearts and wounds in Gaza. In 
the middle of manmade evil, protect the weak, the wounded, and those with no 
home and no bread. Guide those who want peace, bring to their senses the masses 
who want war, and purify the hearts from revenge and death. Dear Lord, your 
children have faith in you. No one else can save them, you are the only God, your 
are the only father, and you are the most loving. Dear God, please salvage humanity 
from sin. Lord, have mercy.  

 
 .)٦ور٣ :١٤٧ رومزم( "ضرَلأا ىxتح رَارشَْلأا ُّلذُِیو ءاعضَوُلاُ دیؤی ُّبَّرلا .مھحَارجُِ دمَضَُیو بولُقلا يرِسكَنمُ ينثَی ھَّنِإف

 دِّیأ .سانلا رورش طسو يف ،بر ای ،كھجو انرأ .مھحارجْ دمِّضو ،ةزغ يف بولقلا يرسكنم فِشا .بر ای ،انمحرا 
 دیری يذلا لیلقلا ددعلا دِّیأ .برحلا نوعنصی نیذلا َّلذِأو .زبخ لابو ،ىوأم لاب اوراص نیذلاو ،ىحرجلاو ،ءاعضولا
 .كیف مھتقث اوعضو كؤانبأ ،مھللا .توملاو ماقتنلاا نم بولقلا قِّن .برحلا دیری يذلا ریبكلا ددعلا مھدشر ىلإ دعِأو .ملاسلا

ّلخی كریغ دحأ لا  ،انمحرا .ھتئیطخ نم ناسنلإا صلخ ،مھللا .رشبلا ُّبحِم تنأ ،دیحولا بلأا تنأ ،دیحولا ھللإا تنأ .مھصُِ
 ."بر ای

  



Day 3. The displaced 
An estimated 85% of Gaza’s population, around 1.93 million individuals, are forcibly 
displaced. Nearly 1.4 million displaced persons seek refuge in overcrowded United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East facilities, 
exacerbating their vulnerability.  
Preventing arbitrary displacement, and providing protection, assistance, and durable 
solutions to displaced persons are neither optional nor acts of charity; they are 
Israel’s obligations as an occupying power under international law. 
Palestinian lives are not mere statistics. These are families struggling to make ends 
meet, loved ones torn apart, children trying to find joy amidst unimaginable trauma, 
people like anywhere else. 
The Holy Land desperately needs an immediate and permanent ceasefire, coupled 
with meaningful measures to document and ensure accountability for all atrocities 
committed.  
To achieve real peace with justice for all people in Palestine and Israel, there needs 
to be an end goal of just coexistence, a future built on justice instead of military 
power, where international law is applied consistently without partiality. 
 
The journey from Gaza City to Rafah crossing borders 
A testimony by Mayadah Tarazi* 
5 April 2024 
The day came when a group of 20 people, my family among them, decided to leave 
the shelter of the Holy Family Church.  
After almost seven months my family in Gaza decided to leave their beloved 
homeland. 
They were born, lived, raised, got their education, and worked in Gaza City. 
My 82-year-old aunt decided to leave Gaza with her son and daughter-in-law and 
their twin 11-year-old boys. 
Their decision came after my aunt’s husband died, and she lost her home and 
belongings. My aunt’s husband died due to the lack of medication while they were 
sheltering at the church—sheltered a long time with no proper food, no water, no 
medication, and no electricity. 
The journey was very hard and risky. 
It entailed lots of walking. No cars could operate as the roads have been totally 
damaged. They had to cross an Israeli military checkpoint by foot to go through, but 
for some reason it was closed for some time. Shooting started towards the people 
who were walking, and by a miracle they managed to cross the checkpoint without 
getting shot. 
After over eight hours of walking, they finally reached the Rafah crossing border, 
which unfortunately was closed. They spent hours waiting, hoping that the border 
would open. After few more hours of waiting, and some procedures between the 



Palestinian and Egyptian border of checking and renewing passports, they finally 
succeeded in passing. 
This was followed by a 6-hour drive by bus to Cairo. 
They arrived the next day to Bahrain, where my aunt’s daughter lives. 
She had been longing to see her mom, brother and his family, with tears of 
happiness seeing her mom safe and tears of sadness for the loss of her father who 
died earlier in November. 
The last time she saw her father was 10 years ago when she visited her home in 
Gaza. 
After almost seven months, my family was able to have a proper shower, sleep on a 
normal bed, eat bread and proper food, just like all other people in any other 
country. 
My aunt shared that the first thing she saw and ate on their way when reaching 
Rafah was cucumbers; they hadn’t seen them for such a long time, as the price of 
one kilo of cucumbers was about $30 in the city of Gaza—and now cucumbers are 
not available at all. 
She also shared that as they were walking, they found out that Gaza was totally 
destroyed…it was all gone. 
As they walked through the sea path, they saw how there was nothing left from the 
coffee shops or restaurants, homes, buildings. 
There was no sign of life…. It was all gone and empty… 
The wife of my cousin shared: “the second of April was the most difficult day since 
the beginning of this war—the first time we walked with the Israeli military tanks 
driving next to us, we couldn’t believe we arrived at the crossing borders after what 
we have seen. We were trying to give hope for each other to keep going; until now 
we are not able to overcome the fatigue, fear, and humiliation we have been 
through. May God give strength for people who will walk through same path." 
I came across this narration as well. Sister Nabila, director of Rosary Sister’s School, 
was with my family leaving Gaza. She narrated the journey of torment and 
humiliation from Gaza City to the south to the Rafah crossing. 
"Arriving at the Nabulsiyeh roundabout by the beach was a miracle. After arriving, a 
celebration was held, torturing us for hours. The celebration began with shooting 
over our heads. Then the tanks quickly rushed around us, throwing sand and mud 
until they almost buried us. 
We decided to return to death, where we were more comfortable, but they 
prevented us and we gathered around ourselves. Then they allowed us to pass 
through the gates. We got rid of our bags and personal belongings after they were 
buried and we did not have the ability to carry them. Then we walked a long walk 
and reached the crossing after darkness had fallen.” 
Since 7 October after leaving their homes and being sheltered at the church their 
lives have totally changed. 
 



We pray for God to protect all people who are still in Gaza and insisting on not 
leaving.   
 
Prayer  
“He grants peace within your borders and satisfies you with the finest of wheat. He 
sends his word to the earth; and His judgement reaches his enemies swiftly.”  
—Psalm 147:14 – 15 
Have mercy, dear Lord. Peace is within reach, as the door where wheat is available 
for the hungry. But where is it? Where is peace when we cannot cross the border? 
Where is the wheat that will feed the children? In whose hands have you placed it? 
Dear Lord, people are not worthy to be your agents, and instead of giving bread 
they are giving death. They have not kept your children safe. Please, dear Lord, do 
not leave war in the hands of those who are dead and want the others dead. Please 
save your creation, your children, from the evil of your other children. Have mercy, 
dear Lord.  

رومزم ١٤٧: ١٤- ) " هوْدعَ يف  ھُلوَق  ُعرسُیف  ھَتمَلِكَ  ضرَلأا  ىلِإ  لُسِرُی   . كُِعِبشُی ةِطَنْحِلا  بِابُل  نمِو  امًلاسَ  كَِدودحُ  لَُعجَ◌ 
(١٥. 

ردقی   يتلا لا  دودحلا  ىلع  ملاسلا  نیأ  ؟بر  ای  ،وھ  نیأ  ،عِبشُی  يذلا  ةطنحلا  بابلو  ،دودحلا  ىلع  ملاسلا   . بر ای  ،انمحرا 
اونوكی  نأ  نوقحتسی  سانلا لا  ؟بر  ای  ،ھتعضو  دٍیأ  يأ  يف  ؟لافطلأا  عبشی  يذلا  ةطنحلا  زبخ  نبأو  ؟اھزواجتی  نأ  ناسنلإا 

ىتوم  سانأ  يدیأ  نیب  برحلا  كرتت  ،مھللا لا   . كل ءانبأ  اوقبی  مل   . توملا نوطعی  مھنإ  زبخلا  اوطعی  نأ  لدب   . كءلاكو
. بر ای  ،انمحرا   . كئانبأ رش  نم  كءانبأ  ّلخ  صِ ،كتقیلخ  ّلخ  صِ  . نوتیمیو  

 

*Mayadah Tarazi is an operational and management professional passionate about her 
community service and dedication to fostering positive change, and a member of various 
Jerusalem church-related organizations.  

   



Day 4. Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners detained by Israel 
By April 2024, there were 9,500 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jail, including 60 
women, and 170 children, out of which 40 are in administrative detention. This is in 
addition to an unknown number of arrests from Gaza and the West Bank since 7 
October 2023. The prisoners are sentenced in military courts where there is no 
appeal, and no transparent due process. The acquittal rate does not exceed 0.03%, 
which means that a Palestinian taken to military court, irrespective of the 
accusation, has a 99.97% chance of being convicted. According to Palestinian 
prisoner rights institutions, there are also 350 dead bodies in refrigerators, some of 
them withheld by Israel for years without allowing for proper burials, and an 
unidentified number of Palestinian dead bodies are also buried in cemeteries not 
disclosed by Israel. 
As of 8 June 2024, 120 hostages remained in captivity in the Gaza Strip, 116 of 
whom were abducted on 7 October 2023, with other four hostages captured earlier. 
Hamas has offered to release all hostages in exchange for Israel releasing all 
Palestinian prisoners.  
 
Prayer for those under siege  
To you I lift my eyes, dear Lord who dwells in the heavens. I do so like servants who 
look to the hands of the masters. Also, we lift our eyes to the Lord until he has 
mercy on us. Have mercy, dear Lord. Have mercy, dear Lord, for we have had plenty 
of humiliation and death.  
—Psalm 123: 1-3.  
Have mercy on us, dear Lord, for we have had plenty of humiliation. We have lots of 
pain, death, hunger, thirst, and illness. Our Father who is in heaven, look to us and 
have mercy. To you we lift our arms, to you we cry, our Lord and Father, have 
mercy. Can you hear us dear Lord? Do you see the evil ones and what they are 
doing? Please see, dear Lord, and spread justice throughout earth. Gaza is under 
siege by those whom you have created. Will they prevent you from breaking the 
siege and saving the oppressed? Have mercy, dear Lord. Our souls are tired of 
humiliation and death.  
 

نََّنحََتَی " ىَّتحَ  انھِلِإ  بَِّّرلا  ىلِإ  اننوُیُع  كلِذك  ،مھِتَداس  دَِی  ىلِإ  مھَنویُع  ُدیبَعلا  عُفرَی  امك  ،تاومَّسلا  نَكِاس  ای  َّيَنیعَ  تُعَفرَ  كَیَلإ 
رومزم( ١٢٣: ١-٣) "اًناوھَ  انعِْبشَ  دَقف  انیَلع  نَّْنحََت  ،بّرَ  ای  انیَلع  نَّْنحََت  .انیَلع  .  

انابأ "  ...ضرملاو  شطعلاو  عوجلاو  ،انیف  توملا  رثك  ،انملاآ  ترثك  ."اًناوھَ  انعِْبشَ  دَقف  انیَلع  نَّْنحََت  ،بّرَ  ای  انیَلع  نَّْنحََت 
لھ  ؟بر  ای  ،انعمست  لھ  .انمحرا  ،انابأو  انبر  ،انخارص  عفرن  كیلإ  ،انیدیأ  عفرن  كیلإ  .انمحراو  انیلإ  رظنا  ،ءامسلا  يف  يذلا 
كل  نوحمسی  لاأ  ،سانلا  اھرصاح  ةزغ  .ضرلأا  هذھ  يف  كلدع  مقأو  ،بر  ای  ،رظنا  ؟ھنوعنصی  يذلا  رشلاو  رارشلأا  ىرت 

. اًتومو اًناوھ  انسوفن  تعبش  دقل  ،بر  ای  انمحرا  ؟نیمولظملا  دقفتتو  رظنتل  راصحلا  رسكب  اضًیأ  تنأ  . 
 
 
  



Day 5. Women and children under fire  
A testimony by Hana Kirreh*  
As usual, during aggression against Gaza, the victims are typically civilians, 
including women, children, and the elderly. This is due to the densely populated 
nature of Gaza. Civilians are affected directly from bombings and shootings, as well 
as indirectly from lack of access to essential services like healthcare, clean water, 
and adequate shelter. This recent aggression in Gaza has resulted in significant 
humanitarian crises and has led to widespread casualties and diseases among 
noncombatants. 
The situation for women and children in Gaza during current aggression, is dire and 
extremely challenging. I would like to mention some key aspects related to their 
situation. 
Impact of bombings and attacks. Women and children are bearing a 
disproportionate burden during the aggression due to their vulnerability. They are 
often directly affected by bombings, airstrikes, and military operations, which lead to 
injuries, deaths, and displacement. 
Healthcare and humanitarian aid. Access to healthcare becomes severely limited 
during conflicts, making it difficult to treat injuries and illnesses. Humanitarian aid, 
including food, water, and medical supplies, is restricted, which exacerbates the 
disaster. 
Psychological impact. Children in Gaza have grown up amidst continuous 
aggression, which takes a significant toll on their mental health. They experience 
trauma, anxiety, and stress, which can have long-term effects on their development. 
The current aggression has the most negative psychological influence. 
Education disruption. Schools and educational facilities often become targets and 
used as shelters for civilians under very difficult situations with a lack of hygiene and 
privacy. This disruption in education affects children's learning and future prospects.  
Economic hardships. In addition to all above mentioned hardships, the current 
aggression in Gaza worsens economic conditions, leading to poverty and 
unemployment.  
Displacement and shelter. Families often leave their homes, seeking shelter in 
overcrowded and inadequate conditions, such as UN schools or temporary shelters. 
This displacement further exposes them to health risks and insecurity. 
Violence against women. In such hard times, rates of domestic violence and 
gender-based violence tend to increase. Women and girls face heightened risks of 
sexual violence, exploitation, and abuse. 
International response. International organizations and humanitarian agencies 
usually work to provide assistance and protection to women and children in Gaza 
during aggressions. However, during this current aggression, access and delivery of 
aid are hindered by the ongoing hostilities and restrictions. 
Overall, the situation for women and children in Gaza during the Israeli military 
aggressions on Gaza underscores the urgent need for humanitarian intervention, 



protection of civilian lives, and long-term efforts to address the root causes of 
conflict in the region. 
Addressing the consequences of war on women and children requires a multi-
faceted approach involving humanitarian aid, policy interventions, and long-term 
support. The most important is that governments work hard towards a ceasefire. We 
pray hard for liberation, peace, and justice. 
On 6 May, the UN published data showing that 34,735 people had reportedly been 
killed in Gaza, including over 9,500 women and over 14,500 children. 
 
Prayer for the children  
“Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, and on the Son of Man whom I 
have sent to you. We shall never turn back on you. You revive us and we praise your 
name. Restore us, almighty Lord; make your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved.” 
—Psalm 80:17-20 
Have mercy, dear Lord. There is war and death, and children are crying. You have 
said, Lord Jesus, “Let the children come to me.” Here are the children in the Gaza 
Strip, in Rafah, and throughout Palestine and Israel, they are crushed by war leaders 
like they are nothing. Have mercy on the little ones, dear Lord, on their cries and 
agony. Please hear our prayers. Let your hand be upon the hand of the Son of Man 
whom you have supported. Almighty God, show us the path, provide us with the 
light and salvation. Have mercy, dear Lord.  

 تِاَّوُقلاُ ھلِإ ُّبَّرلا اھُّیَأ. كَمِساِب وعْدَنف انییحُْت. كَنع َّدَترن لاف ،كََل ھَتدَّیَأ يذَّلا نِاسنلإِا نِبا ىلع كَنیمَی لِجُرَ ىلع كَُدَی نُكَتلِ"
 )٢٠-١٨: ٨٠ رومزم( " صُلخَنف كَھِجوَِب انیَلع رِْنَأ انعْجِرَأ
 راغصلا مھ اھ. َّيلإ نوتأی راغصلا اوعد: عوسی برلا اھیأ ،تلق تنأو. نوكبی راغصلاو ،تومو برح بر. ای ،انمحرا 
 مھ بر. ای ،راغصلا. محرا ءيش لا مھنأك برحلا ءامعز مھقحسی ،لیئارسإو نیطسلف ءاحنأ لك يفو ،حفر يفو ةزغ يف

 ُّبَّرلا اھُّیأ ... كََل ھَتدَّیَأ يذَّلا نِاسنلإِا نِبا ىلع كَُدَی نُكَتلِ. "مھل بجتساو انل بجتسا. مھعومدو مھخارصو ،كیلإ انتلاص
  بر.ای ،انمحرا." صُلخَنف كَھِجوَِب انیَلع رِْنَأ ،انعْجِرَأ تِاَّوُقلاُ ھلِإ

 
Prayer for the women  
“Woman, behold, this is your son,” Jesus said to his mother, as He entrusted to her 
the church with all its happiness and sadness. Lady Mary is the mother of the 
church, protector, and intercessor with God. That type of protection enables us to 
persevere on our path with confidence, and to carry our cross and walk with our 
happiness as well as our sorrow.  
We are in the middle of war and injustice towards fellow men, while thousands of 
persons are injured or killed. Let us put our confidence in Lady Mary. She told her 
Son: “There is too much death, destruction, and pain. Please increase righteousness 
in the hearts of the few who still have some.” Lady Mary tells Jesus: “Due to 
intercession by children—those who lack status among others—please salvage the 
people, salvage the older ones who are destroying humanity and stop the 
devastation they are bringing to the world.” 



Oh, Lady and Mother Mary, watch over the church and all of humanity. Watch over 
the Holy Land, your land and that of your son Jesus. Teach us all, teach those who 
are powerful over the weak, how to make peace on earth. Amen.  
ةعیفشلاو  اھُتَیمِاحو  ةسینكلا  ُّمُأ  میرم  .اھنازحأو  اھحارفأ  لك  ،اھلك  ةسینكلا  اھیلإ  لكوو  ھملأ  عوسی  لاق  ،"كنبا  اذھ  ،ةأرما  ای 

ریسن اننازحأو  انحارفأب  .ریسنو  اننابلص  لمحن  ،نیقثاو  ،ریسن  ةیامحلا  هذھبو  .الله  ىدل  . 
يھو   .ءارذعلا  میرم  انتدیس  ىلإ  عقاولا  اذھ  لْكَِنل  ،ناسنلإل  ناسنلإا  ملظو  ،ىرسلأاو  ىلتقلا  فولأ  .برح  ةلاح  يف  نحن 

.مھنم  نیلیلقلا  بولق  يف  يقابلا  لیلقلا  حلاصلا  رِّثك  .ةریثك  ملالآاو  ،ریثك  رامدلاو  ،ریثك  مھیف  توملا  نإ  :اھنبا  عوسیل  لوقت 
نیذلا  رابكلا  ّلخ  صِ ،سانلا  ّلخ  صِ ،سانلا  نیب  مھل  رابتعا  نیذلاو لا  ،راغصلا  ةعافشب  :عوسیل  ءارذعلا  میرم  انتدیس  لوقت 

مھرامد فقوأو  ةیرشبلا  نورمِّدی  . 
كضرأ   ،ةسدقملا  ضرلأا  هذھ  ىلع  يرھسا  .ةیناسنلإا  ىلعو  ،ةسینكلا  ىلع  يرھسا  ،ءارذعلا  میرم  ،انمأو  انتدیس  ای 

نیمآ .ضرلأا  هذھ  يف  ملاسلا  نوعنصی  فیك  ،ءافعضلاو  ءایوقلأا  ّلع  يمِ ،اًعیمج  ّلعو  انیمِ ،عوسی  كنبا  ضرأو   
 

*Hana Kirreh holds an MA in Urban Development; Jerusalem Studies from Al-Quds University. 
She conducts trainings for youth and women on leadership, conflict transformation, 
communication, environmental awareness, and Gender based violence. She is a member of 
the Pastorate Committee of St Georges Cathedral, Jerusalem.   



Day 6. The International community  
21 September marks the day of the International Day of Peace in the United Nations 
calendar.  
At the United Nations, there have been 191 resolutions on Palestine and Israel, yet a 
solution to long-term conflict remains to be seen. 
Resolution 2735 of 10 June 2024 backed a hostage and ceasefire proposal in the 
Hamas-Israel war and reiterated support for a two-state solution. This gave hope for 
an end to the bloodshed but also failed in practice of implementation. With so many 
UN resolutions and ways of trying to settle the issue, one might ask: Why, even now, 
is there no solution? How come things are only getting worse?! 
In January 2024 the International Court of Justice ordered Israel to take all measures 
to prevent a genocide in Gaza, yet in the following months at least another 5,000 
lives were lost.  
The International Criminal Court also had a ruling over war crimes being committed 
by Israeli leaders during this cycle. Measures are yet to be seen in this respect. 
The Holy Land should be protected for all people, irrespective of religious or national 
identity. May church leaders and elected representatives worldwide pray for peace, 
take meaningful action to advocate for human rights and dignity to be upheld, and 
support work for an end to violence and towards a just peace for all people in the 
region. 
 
Prayer for the international community  
“For how long, dear Lord, will hardships continue? For how long will the enemy 
continue to take your name lightly? For how long will your hands and your right arm 
remain folded? You have been my king since ancient times and the creator of 
salvation on earth.” 
—Psalm 74:10-12. 
Have mercy, dear Lord. They have plans for genocide, expulsion, and replacing the 
people. Millions of people are homeless on the roadside. Have you abandoned us, 
dear Lord? You are the one who said: “If the nursing woman abandons her son, I will 
not abandon you.” Dear Lord, in you we trust. The situation is getting worse. Have 
mercy, dear Lord. 
 

 كَنأ ىلع ؟كََنیمَی اًنضَِتحمُ ىقبَْتو كََدَی فُّكَت اذامل ؟ماوَّدلا ىلع ُّوُدَعلا نُیھَتسَی كَمِساِبو ،قِیاضُــملا انرّیَعُی ىتمَ ىلإ َّمھَُّللا"
 .)١٢-١٠ :٧٤ رومزم( "ضرَلأا طِسَوَ يف صِلاخَلا عناصو ،مَدقِلاُ ذنمُ يكلِمَ

ای   ،انَتكْرت  لھ  .ىوأم  نع  ثحبت  تاقرطلا  ىلع  نییلاملا  .ناكسلا  لیدبتو  ،لیحرتو  ةدابإ  ُططَخِ  مھُططَخِ  .بر  ای  ،انمحرا 
بر ای  ،انمحرا  .اءًوس  دادزی  عضولا  .انتقث  انعضو  كیف  مھللا  .انأ  مكُتكْرت  امل  اھَنبا  عُضِرملا  تْكَرت  ول  :تلق  كنكل  ؟بر    



Day 7. Gaza reconstruction: needs, challenges, and future path  
 

A World Bank report published in early April 2024 said the war by Israel has caused 
damages worth $18.5 billion to Gaza’s critical infrastructure. The damage includes 
370,000 housing units that were destroyed and another 370,000 that were 
damaged. Right now, over one million Palestinians are without homes. Should 
rebuilding homes in Gaza start immediately, it would cost $40 billion and go on until 
2040, according to a World Bank report.  
A UN report in July 2024, indicates that clearing Gaza of almost 40 m tons of war 
rubble will take years. Assessment puts that cost at $500-600 million USD and 15 
years of work.  
An early recovery program for three years to bring back hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians to temporary shelters in their original locations, with comprehensive 
support to the community, will cost between $2-3 billion. This on top of the damage 
done to agricultural facilities, whereby 50% have been destroyed, and 9% of 
commercial properties have also been destroyed, and massive investment will be 
needed. But first, 37 million tons of debris must be removed, according to estimates 
from the United Nations Development Programme.  
In the Gaza Strip, close to 90 percent of health facilities have been damaged or 
destroyed. With the high number of casualties and the big destruction of health 
facilities, overall life expectancy has already been reduced.  
Destruction of Gaza’s health infrastructure has left only 10 out of 36 hospitals barely 
functioning--amputations are carried out without anaesthesia, and miscarriages 
have increased. The health crisis has been worsened by a lack of clean water and 
essential medical supplies. Hospitals and clinics struggle to operate without 
electricity, and many healthcare workers have been injured or killed, which 
drastically affects the capacity of the healthcare system.  
All schools in Gaza have been destroyed or turned into shelters for the newly 
homeless, and all 12 universities have been decimated. All roads, sewers, water 
pipes, and other critical infrastructure have suffered massive damage. No less than 
2 million people are stranded without services, and basically every Palestinian in the 
Gaza Strip has been affected in some way by the war.  
Gaza has witnessed an almost complete destruction of economic activity in all 
sectors. The International Labor Organization estimates that more than 200,000 jobs 
have been lost in Gaza—amounting to some 90 percent of the pre-conflict 
workforce. The United Nations agency further calculates that income losses in Gaza 
have reached $4.1 million per day, which equals an 80 percent decrease in Gaza’s 
gross domestic product (the value of total output of goods and services produced 
by the economy).  
The United Nations Development Programme estimates that the human 
development index in Gaza has regressed by 40 years. The index assesses factors 
including years of gains in schooling, education attainment, health, and life 
expectancy at birth. In other words, all investment in human resource development 
during the last 40 years in Gaza has been decimated.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/15/clearing-gaza-of-almost-40m-tonnes-of-war-rubble-will-take-years-says-un
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/15/clearing-gaza-of-almost-40m-tonnes-of-war-rubble-will-take-years-says-un


To move forward, Gaza needs the largest post-war reconstruction effort since the 
end of World War II in 1945, the United Nations says. According to the United 
Nations Development Programme, the estimated post-war reconstruction will cost 
up to $50 billion.  
On top of the physical destruction, the humanitarian situation inside Gaza has been 
deteriorating amid restrictions on the number of aid trucks allowed to enter the strip. 
The devastating impact of the humanitarian needs will stay for a long time, unless 
the needs in temporary schooling, temporary health care, psycho-social support to 
the population, and bringing back basic services like water, sanitation, and 
electricity are quickly addressed. Also at the humanitarian level, the United Nations 
says that 1 million children – almost every single child in Gaza – will need mental 
health and psychosocial support.  
Since 7 October, and due to attacks by Israel, the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency – which plays a key role in the humanitarian work in Gaza – has incurred 
losses in all health program assets and components of any healthcare system, 
including loss of access to health facilities with repeated evacuation orders and 
mass displacement of entire areas and cities in Gaza.  
The ongoing conflict has resulted in widespread abuses and violations of 
international humanitarian law and human rights.  
Reconstruction of Gaza requires open land crossings and facilitated aid access and 
urgent work to stem the humanitarian crisis and looming man-made famine.  
Support is needed for agencies to fulfill their humanitarian mandate, including the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, Middle East Council of Churches 
Department of Services to Palestinian Refugees, ACT Alliance, Caritas 
Internationalis, and others involved in humanitarian operations. 
As the World Council of Churches has recently stressed – beyond the immediate 
need for a ceasefire, an end to war and humanitarian needs in terms of access and 
aid – roadmaps are also needed for how churches and other faith communities can 
work together to help build peace long-term. 
 
Prayer 
“The Lord is exalted over all the nations, and His glory is above the heavens. Who is 
like the Lord our God who sits enthroned in the highest, the one who looks down 
humbly to the heavens and the earth? He is the one who raises from the soil those 
who are downtrodden.” 
—Psalm 113: 4-7 
Have mercy, dear Lord. Today is Pentecost Sunday; the day of the Holy Spirit, your 
spirit dear God among the people. This is the day when the church was born, and 
human beings were born anew. The Gaza Strip, and Rafah, need a new birth. The 
people endure under the shelling and destruction, and those who carry out the 
bombardment want the people to die. Send the Holy Spirit to Gaza, dear God, and 
renew life there from amidst the rubble. Dear Lord, you are the all powerful and ever 
present God. “You looked with compassion towards the heavens and the skies? So 
that the downtrodden will rise from the soil?” Please, dear Lord, have Gaza rise from 

https://oikoumene.org/news/hearing-the-voices-of-churches-on-the-ground-patriarch-heads-of-churches-in-jerusalem-receive-online-solidarity-visit


the rubble and from the destruction caused by man. Please look to our situation. 
From the heavens, please look at man’s cruelty and the indifference of some world 
leaders. Let us pray for an end to the indifference and cruelty and for peace to 
prevail in the hearts and minds. Lord have mercy.  

ىلِإ  رظََنو  لَزَانَت  يذلا  ،يلاعلأا  يف  سِلِاجلا  انھِلِإ  بَِّّرلا  لُثمِ  نمَ  !هُدجمَ  تِاومَسلا  قَوَفو  ممَلأا  ِعیمجَ  ىلع  بَُّرلا  ىلاَعَت 
رومزم( ١١٣: ٤-٧) "بارُّتلا  نَمِ  نَیكسْمِلا  ضُھِنُی  ؟ضرَلأاو  تِاومََّسلا  . 

ناسنلإا   َدلِوُو  ،مویلا  تَدلِوُ  ةسینكلا  .سانلا  نیب  ،الله  ای  كحور  ،سدقلا  حورلا  .ةرصنعلا  دحأ  ،مویلا  .بر  ای  ،انمحرا 
مھل  نودیریو  مھنوفصقی  نیذلاو  ،رامدلاو  فصقلا  تحت  لھلأا  ،مھ  ،ةدیدج  ةدلاو  ىلإ  ةجاحب  ،بر  ای  ،حفرو  ةزغ  .دیدجلا 
يذلا لا  يوقلا  ھللإا  تنأ  ،برلا  تنأ  .ةدیدجلا  كتایح  اھضاقنأ  يفو  اھیف  ثعباو  ةزغ  ىلإ  ،بر  ای  ،كحور  لسرأ  .توملا 

نم  ،اھضاقنأ  نم  ةزغ  ،بر  ای  ،ضھِنأ  ."بارُّتلا  نَمِ  نَیكسْمِلا  ضُھِنُتل  ؟ضرَلأاو  تِاومََّسلا  ىلِإ  تَرْظََنو  تَلْزَانَت"  .تومی 
.ملاعلا   اذھ  يف  ةداقلا  ضعب  ثارتكا  مدعو  ن  اسنلإا ةوسق  ىلع  ةرظن  قِلأ  ءامسلا  نم  .انتلاح  رظناو  لزانت  .رشبلا  رامد 

بر ای  ،كامحر  .لوقعلاو  بولقلا  يف  ملاسلا  معی  نأو   ، ةوسقلا يھتنتو  ثارتكلاا  مدع  فقوتی  نأ  لجأ  نم  يلصنل   


